
SARATOGA COUNTY NEW YORK SURROGATE COURT INDEX 1791-1900

Heritage Hunters of Saratoga County New York began this compilation of Surrogate Court index cards in 1998 for publication
in their bimonthly newsletter (ISSN 1087-6650).  The Surrogate Court is located at 40 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020.
This index appeared in twenty issues of the newsletter from 1998 through February-March 2002 in volumes six through ten.

The period covered by this publication is from 1791 when Saratoga County was created from Albany County, through 1900.
File cards exist for all records filed in the Saratoga County Surrogate Court up to 1 August 2000, after which records have been
computerized.   In some instances there is additional information on the index cards that is not included in this summary. For
example, Book and Page Numbers for bound wills, letters of administration, minutes of the Court and other records, can be used
to locate pertinent documents.

We wish to acknowledge the generous assistance provided by members of Heritage Hunters of Saratoga County, New York,
who worked diligently over the past several years to transcribe critical information from the index cards for publication in the
Heritage Hunters newsletter.  They include: Elizabeth Breault, Joan Cady, Lynn Calvin, Gordon and Sharon Cornell, Carolyn
Dorrance, Harriet Eggleston, Ruth Ann Messick, Ann Michel, Pat Peck, and Carol Waldron. Newsletter Editor Fletcher Blanchard
was responsible for editing and composing all segments of the index that appeared in the newsletter, as well as final editing and,
with the assistance of Heritage Hunters President Pat Peck, preparation of the overall index as it appears in this publication. Joan
Cady and Lynn Calvin also provided valuable assistance in re-checking uncertain index entries.

Although utmost care was taken in transcribing the records and consulting the individual files when necessary, Heritage
Hunters does not claim that the information presented in this index is totally accurate. The index can be used as a finding aid to
help establish that certain persons were residents of Saratoga County during 1791 - 1900 and were somehow involved in matters
under the jurisdiction of the Surrogate Court. Pertinent documents (or photocopies thereof) should be inspected before drawing
final conclusions about these people.

The compilation indicates the Year of the record, a Code representing the nature of the record [ Testate (T), Intestate (I),
Guardianship (G), Will Annexed (A), Administration (#), Tax Transfer (X), Administrative Bond (AB), Inventory Files (IF), Dower
(D), Miscellaneous (M) ] and the person’s Last Name, First Name. The Drawer Number and Folder Number, separated by a
slash, are given last. Be sure to retain a leading zero in the Drawer Number: “059” is a separate drawer from “59”. In a few cases,
there is no Drawer/Folder indicated but papers may be found in books of bound documents. Will Book (WB), Minute Book (MB),
Guardianship Book (GB),  Probate Book (PB),  Order Book (OB), Administration Book (LA) and Testamentary Book (LT), Book/
Page, refer to these record locations other than the typical Drawer/Folder. Information about  these bound documents may be
given on the jacket of the folder or on the index card.

You might want to contact the Saratoga County Historian’s Office at 50 McMaster Street, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 for a list of
qualified researchers to assist you in searching the records of the Surrogate Court. By NY State law, there is $75 fee per file older
than 25 years, for searches performed by the Court staff. Whenever possible, it is advisable to visit the record repository and view
the records yourself.

In most cases, we have transcribed the spelling just as it is on the index cards, even though the transcriber believed it to be
otherwise.

The index cards are located in a card file in the basement level of the Surrogate Court Office.  The files are located in file
cabinets, also in the basement level. Bound record books containing wills, letters of administration, court minutes  and records
of other court proceedings, are stored on shelves in the same room.  Researchers can access the files themselves, can deliver the
files to a Court staff member, upstairs, to be photocopied and should leave the files to be re-filed. Copies are $.25 a page.

Heritage Hunters is genealogical society “dedicated to the study and preservation of genealogical and historical materials in
and around Saratoga County, New York”. We are chartered as a nonprofit, educational organization by the State of New York.
All regular meetings are held on the third Saturday of each month, except December, in the Community Room at the Saratoga
Springs Public Library on Henry Street, Saratoga Springs, and are open to the public.  Programs are of genealogical and/or
historical interest.  The Newsletter is published five times a year and an informational letter is sent to members in December.

Individual, family and organizational membership is $15 per calendar year.  Each paid membership receives five issues of
the newsletter, a surname index, and the opportunity to submit queries for publication in the newsletter.  To join, mail a check
for $15 payable to Heritage Hunters and send to Heritage Hunters, P.O. Box 1389, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866-0884.
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Sample Index Card

This index card is for documents on file at the Surrogate Court for Mary Anderson.

Papers can be found in Drawer/Folder (Box/No.) 026/46.

TESTATE, in the upper right hand corner, indicates that Mary died leaving a will.

In addition to the documents in 026/46, papers relating  to the probate of  Mary’s will are found in Probate Book Vol. 11, Pgs.
215, 219.

Letters Testamentary for Mary are in Letters Testamentary Book 1, Pg. 227 and an order for a Special Guardian is in Order Book
No. 2, Page 267.

An Inventory for Mary’s estate was filed on 2 Dec. 1839 and from the dates given, we know  that Mary died prior to 7 Oct. 1839.
The “Year of  the record” for this index, is taken as 1839.

More information about Mary’s estate might be found in the Surrogate Court Minute Book for the year 1842, on Pgs. 121, 160.

The Executrix  for this estate was Mary Anderson (possibly a daughter or niece) and the Executor was Finley McMartin.

[The format of  the index cards for other types of  Surrogate proceedings: Intestate, Guardianship or Administration, for example,
will be somewhat different, depending on the nature of  the records.]
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